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Summary 
 
1. This report updates members on the Duty to Cooperate work. 

Recommendations 
 
2. To note the report. 

Financial Implications 
3. None 
  

Background Papers 
4. None 

 
Impact  

5.   

Communication/Consultation Communication and consultation form the 
bedrock of cooperating. This paper is 
published on the website. 

Community Safety The Duty to Cooperate will include all 
factors. 

Equalities The Duty to Cooperate will include all 
factors. 

Health and Safety The Duty to Cooperate will include all 
factors. 

Human Rights/Legal 
Implications 

The Duty to Cooperate will include all 
factors. Failure to comply would result in 
the Local Plan being found unsound. 

Sustainability The Duty to Cooperate will include all 
factors. 

Ward-specific impacts Affects all wards equally. 
 

Workforce/Workplace This will involve Councillors, officers from 
the Planning Policy Team and others as 
necessary. 

Situation 
 

6. This report seeks to update members on the Duty to Cooperate which forms 
part of Section 110 of the Localism Act 2011. The Duty requires local planning 
authorities, public bodies and others to engage constructively, actively and on 
an ongoing basis in relation to the planning of sustainable development.  



 

Update 

7. The Coop Officers Group met on 16 October 2015. The notes are attached at 
Appendix 1. Board met on 4 December 2015 and discussed the recent LSCC 
Visioning Workshop (see below), Crossrail 2, Enfield ENGAP baseline study 
and highways update and transport modelling. The minutes of the previous 
meeting of 26 October 2015 were approved and are attached as Appendix 2. 
Officers also meet regularly and recently met on 26 November and discussed 
a protocol for meeting and working with developers, implications of the recent 
changes to Gypsy and Traveller definitions and the need for further evidence, 
joint response to the Crossrail consultation, LSCC workshop on 2 December 
and post SHMA work to ensure needs are being delivered. 

8. The Council has continued to actively engage as part of the Strategic Spatial 
Planning Officer Liaison Group (SSPOLG) and attended the recent meeting 
on 30 December 2015. This meeting discussed in detail the forthcoming 
Wider South East Councillors meeting on 11 December 2015. This meeting 
will receive presentations and proposals from East of England, South East 
and Greater London and determine the structure for future discussions.   

9. The Council continues to participate in meetings with Stansted Airport and 
neighbouring authorities. Regular meetings are held to oversee the transport 
strategy, the delivery of the Sustainable Development Plan, ongoing S106 
obligation monitoring and discussions regarding future development at the 
site.  

10. Regular meetings of the London Stansted Cambridge Consortium Board 
(LSCC) have continued most recently on 27 November 2015 to continue the 
work of delivering cross border sustainable growth and development. 
Additional officer meetings are held to proceed the Board and also for specific 
task and finish groups. As a result of this work the Assistant Director has been 
appointed to the West Anglia Taskforce – Working Group to support the 
work of the Taskforce examining the West Anglia mainline. He attended the 
recent meeting on 1 December 2015 where the discussion focused around 
the economic case for four tracking and the physical challenges which would 
be required to be overcome. The meeting agreed a way forward to be 
presented to the Taskforce. 

11. The Portfolio Holder and Director of Public Services attended a meeting 
organised by LSCC on 2 Decemebr 2015 along with representatives of 
Broxbourne, East Herts, Epping, Harlow, Essex County and Hertfordshire 
County Councils to discuss a vision for the LSCC Core Area. This was a 
facilitated discussion to consider the growth potential of the area, potential 
locations for growth and to encourage and support further joint working. 

12. Officers have continued joint meetings with South Cambridgeshire Council 
most recently on 20 November 2015. This was a very helpful meeting to 
understand the current status of the joint South Cambridgeshire/Cambridge 
City Local Plan and key sites close to the border of the district such as the 
Wellcome Trust. Minutes of this meeting are attached as Appendix 3. A 
Councillor meeting was held on 24 November 2015 and the minutes are being 
finalised. 



 

13. A recent Councillor and Officer meeting was held with Braintree District 
Council on 7 December 2015. This specifically focussed on how to deal with 
assessing cross border sites and future Local Plan consultations. The minutes 
are being finalised. 

14. A number of future meetings have been arranged and are set out below. In 
addition further meetings will be required with surrounding Councils and other 
agencies as the plan progresses. 

15. Agreed meeting dates: 

LSCC: 
9 March 2016 
24 May 2016 
13 September 2016 
 
Coop Board: 
18 January 2016  
7 March 2016   
19 April 2016    
 
Coop Officers Group: 
Tuesday 12 January 2016  
Thursday 11 February 2016  
Monday 21 March 2016  
 

Conclusion 
16. Work with other Councils and organisations continues as part of the 

integrated work of the Planning Policy Team. As part of the development of 
the revised plan there are some important Duty to Cooperate meetings to be 
held and decision to be made. Councillors will be aware that some of these 
decisions will be difficult and involve a significant amount of discussion and 
negotiation before an outcome can be secured. 

Risk Analysis 
 

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigating actions 

Failure to 
comply with 
and 
demonstrate 
the Duty to 
Cooperate  

2 – Some Council’s 
have been found 
lacking in this Duty by 
Inspectors. Therefore 
need to ensure that we 
capture as many 
groups, issues and 
outcomes as possible 
to present a full picture 
of our work. 

3 – Will result in 
the Local Plan 
being found 
unsound. 
Significant 
impact on 
planning policy 
and planning 
applications. 

Cooperate closely with 
current organisations and 
continue to do this through 
the plan making process. 
Identify any gaps in 
cooperation and work 
closely with those bodies 
to rectify situation. 

1 = Little or no risk or impact 
2 = Some risk or impact – action may be necessary. 
3 = Significant risk or impact – action required 
4 = Near certainty of risk occurring, catastrophic effect or failure of project. 



 

Appendix 1 
 

Co-operation for Sustainable Development (Officers’) Group - note 
 

Friday 16 October 2015 - Epping Forest District Council 
 

Attendance 

 
* Actions are in bold 
 
1. Apologies 

Brentwood BC, Chelmsford CC, Glen Chipp, Ken Bean & Alison Blom-Cooper (Epping 
Forest DC), LB Enfield, LB Havering, LB Redbridge, LB Waltham Forest. 

 
2. Draft notes of meeting 18 September 2015 – including review of action points 

The notes were agreed as circulated. 
Action points from the notes were all for Sarah King, to: 

 circulate agreed notes of previous meetings for others to check - done 

 circulate the SHMA/Economic reports in time for the 22nd Sept. Member Board - 
done 

 circulate Corp. of London’s presentation on Epping Forest – Jeremy Dagley needs to 
update this before I send it but hasn’t been able to yet 

 invite John McGill (LSCC) to the next Co-op. officer meeting - done 

 circulate the note from John McGill to everyone in the Co-op. Officer group. - done 

 invoice the other 3 West Essex/East Herts authorities for Co-op. admin. support – 
ongoing 

 
3. Update on other cross-boundary/strategic matters: 

 
a. Essex and Southend Waste Local Plan – Zhanine Smith & Bob Preston 

 

Zhanine Smith explained that an additional site had been proposed at Newport 

Quarry, Newport, Uttlesford, and that this was being consulted on until 26 
November 2015. The details are here - 
http://consult.essexcc.gov.uk/portal/replacement_waste_local_plan/rwlp_additiona
l_site_consultation_-_newport_quarry. Zhanine added that Essex CC is currently 

 Broxbourne BC  Douglas Cooper, Amy Tempest 

 City of London  

 (Conservators of Epping 
Forest) 

 Jeremy Dagley 

 East Herts DC  Claire Sime 

 Epping Forest DC  Derek Macnab (Chair), John Houston, Amanda Thorn, Sarah 
King 

 Essex CC  David Sprunt, Zhanine Smith 

 Harlow DC  Paul MacBride, Graeme Bloomer 

 Herts CC  Roger Flowerday 

 LSCC  John McGill 

 Southend BC  Bob Preston 

 Uttlesford DC  Andrew Taylor, Martin Paine 

http://consult.essexcc.gov.uk/portal/replacement_waste_local_plan/rwlp_additional_site_consultation_-_newport_quarry
http://consult.essexcc.gov.uk/portal/replacement_waste_local_plan/rwlp_additional_site_consultation_-_newport_quarry


 

analysing responses to the Revised Preferred Approach consultation, and 
although the methodology was unlikely to change, the scores for particular sites 
might change as a result of the responses. The Pre-Submission Plan should be 
produced in spring 2016, then there will be a public consultation. 
Bob Preston (consultant assisting Essex CC/Southend BC) explained that the 
recent email going out to Councils asking for information about existing 
employment sites etc., had been sent as the Planning Inspectorate had queried at 
a recent meeting why other sources of land (like PDL) had not been considered. 
Although it was thought unlikely that any sites would come forward in this way, 
Essex CC requested the data from Councils to make sure – Councils should reply 
to this by the end of October please. Essex CC will prepare a short topic paper on 
this to accompany the Waste Plan. 
Amanda Thorn asked about employment land potentially being used for waste 
purposes – it was felt that those suggested within Epping Forest DC were in 
existing uses and were not appropriate for waste uses. Bob explained that there 
may be Districts with no areas of search within them, he knew of another District 
within Essex which was like that. 
John McGill noted that the North London Waste Plan had run into significant 
problems by not adequately co-operating with neighbouring authorities. Bob 
Preston explained that Essex CC were well aware of this and that Alethea Evans 
at Essex CC had been liaising closely with North London Boroughs. 

  
b. Transport modelling - A414 capacity, M11 junctions 7 & 7A 

 Junction 7/7A 
 
David Sprunt explained that Essex CC officers were currently running 
modelling for junction 7A incorporating a median growth figure for areas in 
and around Harlow, which is similar to that in the initial modelling run for the 
West Essex & East Herts work on Strategic OAN with ATLAS and AECOM. 
David noted that Essex CC are meeting Highways England (HE) regularly re: 
J7 and 7A. HE asked Essex CC to put work on J7A (currently at stage 2 to 3 
of 7 stage process) on hold, in order to enable HE to catch up with work on J7 
(currently at stage 0). Essex CC officers explained the importance of 
continuing work with J7A, and their modelling includes J7 as well so it makes 
sense to continue. 
Graeme Bloomer raised his concern that at the Herts LEP recently, it was 
noted that the £50m which he thought was assigned for J7/J7A last week was 
actually a non-guaranteed ‘tranche’ of ‘between £1m to £50m’ and is time 
limited. David Sprunt explained that although money had been earmarked for 
J7/J7A there was no guarantee as Highways schemes are often over budget 
and HE has to balance all of the projects. David noted the need to lobby HE to 
make sure the J7 work is completed, and to put in a bid for RIS 2 in 2017 for 
J7A, then we can discuss with HE which project is best to contrast first. By the 
time the funding for RIS2 is in place, in about 2020-21, both schemes will be 
ready to go. 
Paul MacBride noted the critical importance of improvements to J7, and the 
establishment of J7A to the Local Plan process for all of the relevant local 
authorities and that it would be essential to be able to show how they would 
be provided when at EiP stage. All agreed that this was of strategic 
importance. John McGill recommended making a strong case for the transport 
interventions, and advised that the authorities should lobby the Treasury and 
other groups, and ask the local MPs to lobby. 
There was a brief discussion about how Public Health England jobs being 
moved to Harlow could affect the transport modelling. It was noted that the 
site the old GlaxoSmithKline site, was PDL and as some transport movements 
occurred from that site in the recent past, it isn’t all a ‘gross’ gain. David 



 

Sprunt noted that the model included an allowance of about 1,000 extra jobs 
for the Public Health England move at present, as there was very little data to 
go on. This of course could be amended when more details are known. 
 

 A414 capacity 
Claire Sime referred to the report which East Herts officers were taking to 
their Members on 22 October 2015 re: A414 capacity issues. The report, plus 
other correspondence between East Herts and Herts CC, has been shared 
with West Essex/East Herts authorities and East Herts’ site promoters 
already. The East Herts report does not reach any conclusion at this stage but 
will make the issue public, and it has already raised some concerns among 
site promoters. Claire will report back on East Herts Members’ comments at 
the next Co-op. officer group. There are discussions ongoing with both Herts 
& Essex County Councils, Claire would like to agree a clear programme of 
work that matches the Herts CC ‘COMET’ transport model and vision 
timetable in order to move forward. Roger Flowerday noted that the county-
wide COMET model was on track for completion in 2016 and will enable a 
better understanding of wider impacts on the A414 particularly though 
Hertford. 
Sarah King to add transport matters to agenda for next Co-op. Member 
Board. 

 
c. Strategic OAN options work around Harlow 

 
David Sprunt noted that the outputs from the initial modelling run were expected 
around mid-November. It was agreed that Sarah King would look for a date in 
late-ish November for the next Strategic OAN meeting (now arranged for 26 
November 2015). 

 
d. Green Belt Reviews (all) 

 

 Epping Forest DC – has appointed LUC, has had the inception meeting and 
the project is on track for completion by the end of February next year 

 Harlow DC – an in-house GBR study is underway, Council officers will liaise 
with Epping Forest DC to ensure ongoing engagement 

 Uttlesford DC – expecting to appoint a consultant soon. The tender (as 
shared) has a similar methodology to those of Epping Forest DC/Harlow 
DC/East Herts DC 

 East Herts DC – GBR is complete and within evidence base 

 Broxbourne BC – an in-house GBR has been drafted and will be shared 
shortly 

 
e. London Stansted Cambridge Corridor – Growth Commission (John McGill) 

 
John McGill explained that the LSCC had been in existence for about 3 years, it 
engages with a broad range of organisations and people in the private sector, and 
can help make the case for strategic road infrastructure. John noted that this 
required a strong evidence base. 
The LSCC set up the growth commission as a group of independent people with a 
reputation in their area, to help promote growth, to form a coherent proposition for 
the corridor. The commission would like to work on a vision for the corridor for the 
next 20-30 years to guide growth. Details on the commission and its aims and 
mission are available in a paper which John will provide to Sarah King to 
circulate.  
The commission will hold 4 ‘hearings' to gather evidence (see details on John 
McGill’s paper). The hearings will be open to the public (but not publicly 



 

advertised) and of course open to Leaders, Chief Executives, officers, LEPs etc. 
The commission will then produce an interim report in March 2016 with the final 
report being launched in June 2016. Then the LSCC consortium will consider the 
report and its recommendations (which are likely to be 3 to 4 large scale 
collaborative projects such as 4 tracking of the West Anglia Main Line – one of 
these could be growth in ‘LSCC Central’ (i.e. the greater West Essex/East Herts 
area). 
John McGill also noted 2 taskforces which the Co-op. group should be aware of:  

 The West Anglia taskforce – which comprises County & Borough Leaders, 
Stansted representatives etc. and is making the case for the 4 tracking of the 
West Anglia Main Line, and other projects in future. It will report next year and 
it is hoped that the recommendations will feed into the rail industry planning 
process (4 tracking is likely to cost £2-4bn so it will have to appeal to the 
wider government as well). It is suggested that the 4 tracking would start in 
2022-3 with completion by 2025 

 The Crossrail 2 commission – which is gathering an economic case for 
Crossrail 2, looking at funding options etc. This commission will be engaging 
with Broxbourne, Harlow etc. (as Crossrail 2 would require 4 tracking across 
the Lea Valley rail line). It is suggested that Crossrail 2 building would start in 
mid 2020s, with completion by 2030. John noted that the autumn statement 
announcements would be key to all for this. 

 
f. Feedback from Lee Valley Food Taskforce workshop 13 October 2015 

 
John Houston explained that there had been a good turnout to the workshop from 
local authorities in Essex/Herts/London boroughs. It was chaired by the Lea Valley 
Trust, and considered how to create a joined up plan for growth in the glasshouse 
industry, looking at what the barriers are, what policies could be agreed across the 
board etc. The workshop attendees will meet again in about 4 weeks after having 
discussions in their own authorities. 

 
g. Broxbourne Local Plan 

 
Douglas Cooper introduced the Broxbourne BC Duty to Co-operate document (as 
shared in hard copy with the group). It would be considered by Broxbourne’s 
Cabinet next Tuesday (20 October 2015) and would be formally shared 
electronically after that, and officers will make arrangements to meet other 
authorities through the Duty to Cooperate. 
The document explained the direction of travel for Broxbourne, including scale of 
housing – Broxbourne intend to plan for 6,000 dwellings up to 2031; the updated 
OAHN to 2014 base date is circa 7,000 dwellings. Douglas explained that 
Broxbourne BC does not plan to meet its OAHN within its boundaries and will be 
speaking to neighbouring authorities about this. Providing 6,000 dwellings will 
mean releasing circa 11% of the current Green Belt (combined with an urban 
capacity of circa 2,700), and it is felt that no more GBR should be released. Lots 
of Broxbourne Borough is also within the Lea Valley Regional Park. 
Douglas noted that Broxbourne welcomed input into their Local Plan process from 
the Co-op. group, and that they would be having dialogue on an individual basis 
with partners probably in November. Derek Macnab noted that from Epping Forest 
DC’s perspective individual discussions were fine but the Co-op. group would 
likely want to bring those conversations together to take a holistic view. 
Douglas Cooper to present to the next Co-op. Member Board on Broxbourne BC’s 
Duty to Co-operate document. 

 
 
 



 

4. Draft notes from Co-op. Member Board 22 September 2015 
 
Sarah King shared paper copies of the draft note which she would then circulate 
electronically. 

 
5. Member Co-op. Board on 26 October 2015 

 
There was some discussion as to whether there were any items to go to this meeting. 
However several were identified, so it was decided that the Member Board on 26 
October 2015 would go ahead, and the agenda would include the following items –  

 LSCC – growth commission/future workshop (John McGill) 

 Highways update/Highways England’s approach to funding junction7/7A (David 
Sprunt) 

 West Essex/East Herts growth & Strategic Options work around Harlow – how to 
approach apportionment discussions (Paul MacBride & Alison Blom-Cooper) 

 Uttlesford DC’s Issues & Options consultation (Andrew Taylor) 

 Broxbourne BC Duty to Co-operate document (Douglas Cooper) 
 

6. A.O.B 
 

 Notes of Co-op. Officer and Member Board meetings – It was agreed that the notes 
from both meetings would be placed on Epping Forest DC’s website. Sarah King 
reminded all attendees to check the final notes sent out recently before they 
are published. 

 
7. Future Co-op. Officer meeting dates (as previously arranged): 

 

 Thursday 26 November (2:30pm, Epping Forest DC) 

 Tuesday 12 January 2016 (2:30pm, Epping Forest DC) 

 Thursday 11 February 2016 (10.30am, Epping Forest DC) 

 Monday 21 March 2016 (2:30pm, Epping Forest DC) 



 

Appendix 2 
 

Co-operation for Sustainable Development Member Board 
26 October 2015 - Civic Centre, Harlow 

 
Attendance 
 
Members 

 
Officers/others 

 
  

8. Apologies 

 Epping Forest DC – Cllr Whitbread, Cllr Bassett 

 Brentwood BC - Cllr William Trump 

 Herts CC - Cllr Ashley 
 

9. Draft notes of meeting of  22 September 2015  – including review of action points  
 

 Notes were agreed. 
 

Matters arising: 

 None 
 

10. London Stansted Cambridge Consortium – growth commission/future workshop  
 

 Growth Commission 
A short briefing note was circulated by John McGill.  A Growth Commission has been 
established – this consists of a group of independent minded people to look at the 
corridor between London, Stansted, Cambridge and Peterborough to consider whether 
there is economic growth potential.  Evidence gathering and hearings will be held by the 

 Broxbourne BC  Cllr Jim Metcalfe 

 East Herts DC  Cllr Gary Jones, Cllr Linda Haysey 

 Epping Forest 
DC 

 Cllr John Philip (Chair) 

 Essex CC  Cllr Kay Twitchen 

 Harlow DC  Cllr Tony Durcan, Cllr Jon Clempner 

 Uttlesford DC  Cllr Susan Barker 

 Redbridge  Cllr Helen Coomb 

 East Herts DC  Kevin Steptoe 

 Epping Forest DC  Alison Blom-Cooper 

 Essex CC  Zhanine Smith, David Sprunt 

 Harlow DC  Paul MacBride, Vicky Forgione 

 Herts CC  Paul Donovan 

 Uttlesford DC  Andrew Taylor 

 LSCC  John McGill 

 Broxbourne BC  Douglas Cooper 



 

Commission this year and early next and will be open to the public although not publicly 
advertised.  Report to be launched at conference next June. 

 LSCC Central (Harlow, Epping Forest, East Herts and Uttlesford Districts) 
Proposal to hold a workshop to look at the vision for this part of the area for Leaders and 
Chief Executives  – date now set for 2 December 2015 – aim is to get senior officers, 
members and LEPs to look at the vision and the potential infrastructure needs for the 
area to deliver any growth 

 Other work ongoing through the West Anglia Task Force, Crossrail 2 Task Force and 
Outer London Commission – although focus on rail also looking at road case. 

 Broxbourne questioned why they were not part of the workshop – John explained 
that this was because they were not part of the core SHMA area 

 East Herts expressed concern that any work undertaken as part of the LSCC should 
not affect their timescale for preparation of the Local Plan and also officers should not be 
deflected from the main task of preparing the plan 

  
11. Highways update/Highways England’s approach to funding for junction 7/7a 

 

 David Sprunt reported that there had been some progress – had further discussions 
with Highways England re the £50million allocation.  It is now clear that this is for 
Junction 7.  Highways England now have a 5 year plan (RIS1) and have only just 
started looking at improvement works at Junction 7 and currently at Stage 0 so 
somewhat behind where Essex CC are with proposals for junction 7a which is at 
Stage 2/ 3.  Essex CC have made the case to Highways England that they should 
continue to progress Junction 7a and there is full commitment at the County to do 
that.  The key issue is the funding of Junction 7a – bid to SELEP is a possibility but 
won’t allocate until we have received agreement at the planning stage – this is about 
a year away.  Potentially we could also secure some contribution from developers.  
However this is likely to leave a potential funding gap which would require some 
forward funding.  So ECC looking to Highways England for funding – would want to 
get in bid for November 2017 for RIS 2 funding. It was felt that there should be some 
form of coordinated lobbying from all the local authorities affected in order to push for 
funding from RIS 2.  Essex CC happy to lead this.   

 Not clear what capacity improvements to Junction 7 will give in terms of future growth 
prior to bringing Junction 7a on stream.  Uttlesford wanted Junction 8 to be included 
in the discussion. Essex CC have concerns around whether it would be better to 
bring 7a forward first – clear that need both improvements to J7 as well as 7a.  It is 
not clear yet from the modelling what growth improvements to J7 alone would 
support.  For the modelling work ECC have used the SHMA figures as a starting 
point for testing and made certain suppositions as to where growth could go from the 
evidence base.  Can run further scenarios when we have completed the first run and 
seen the outputs.  

 Officer group will meet to discuss outputs from the modelling work being undertaken 
to consider strategic options around Harlow (being facilitated by AECOM) towards 
the end of November and will then bring that back to the next meeting of the Board.   

 The Board agreed that there should be a coordinated sign up to the same 
message from the Board and others and important that the £50 million funding 
from RIS 1 is used to best effect.  To be looked at further at a future meeting 

 
12. West Essex/East Herts growth and Strategic Options work around Harlow  

 Officers are continuing to work together and with ATLAS to consider and test various 
options around Harlow for growth.  The Board had previously discussed and agreed 
the appointment of a strategic sites co-ordinator via funding from DCLG at its 
meeting on 3 June 2015.  This has now been advertised and the closing date is 
Friday 30 October.   It is hoped that there will be sufficient interest in order to make 
an appointment, but otherwise alternatives will need to be sort.  



 

 East Herts DC are proposing to take options to members in Spring 2016 based on 
evidence collected and wouldn’t want this work to hold up the process.   
 

13. Uttlesford DC’s Issues and Options consultation 
 

 Uttlesford are currently consulting on their issues and options with comments invited 
by 4 December 2015.  The consultation sets 19 questions around issues and options 
and focuses on areas of search/scenarios – policy off in terms of approach.  There 
are 9 scenarios; testing at SHMA levels and 750 per year. – some have come 
forward through call to sites and others not. 

 Green Belt review – submissions received today for this work and consultants to be 
appointed 

 Highways consultant and Employment Land Reviews are also about to be 
commissioned. 

 Two outstanding appeals have been with the Planning Inspectorate for a year – one 
in Dunmow and one in Elsenham with no time lines for decision. 
 

14. Broxbourne BC Duty to Co-operate document 
 

 Douglas Cooper explained that on 20 October 2015 the Cabinet approved the 
framework for the future development of the Borough which shows the Council’s 
proposed direction of travel.  The Local Plan in preparation will not include DM 
policies, CIL or IDP which will come later.   The current timetable is that the Draft 
Local Plan is due to go to Cabinet in January 2016 and then out for a Regulation 18 
consultation for 2 months.   

 The Council completed their SHMA in 2013 and this has since been updated to 
provide the current OAN – number is around 7,000.  Have a draft GB review which 
will be completed shortly and published with draft local plan.  Employment evidence 
is in preparation and retail evidence is now completed and on website.  Transport 
assessment completed in draft and can share – options assessment mostly 
completed. 

 Level of growth proposed is for 6,000 new homes and 7,500 new jobs, new shops at 
Brookfield and leisure, one secondary and eight primary schools.  So 1,000 short in 
terms of homes – so want to discuss with the Co-op authorities whether or not this 
group of authorities can help to meet this shortfall.  Urban area capacity 2,760 
homes, Green Belt around 3,300 new homes and Green Belt also main area for 
employment allocations.  Proposed to allocate 11% of current GB – can’t yet share 
GB review.  89% GB retained. 

 Number of strategic development sites included in the framework 

 Consultation – revised document will be circulated this week following changes made 
by Cabinet and the Council propose to hold individual discussions with authorities.  
Need to discuss housing provision and gypsy/traveller provision through duty to 
cooperate discussions. Will be looking at current needs assessment to see whether it 
needs to be refreshed in the light of new guidance.  

 
15. A.O.B. 

None 
 

16. Dates of next meetings (already booked): 
 

 4 December 2015 – 6.30pm Harlow DC – agreed that authorities would be consulted as 
to whether this date is practical and if so should the start time be brought forward. 

 18 January 2016  - 6.30pm Harlow DC 

 7 March 2016  - 6.30pm Harlow DC 

 19 April 2016  - 6.30pm Harlow DC 



 

Appendix 3 

South Cambs and Uttlesford meeting 

Attendance: Jo Mills, Director of Planning and New Communities and Caroline Hunt 
Planning Policy Manager South Cambridgeshire District Council 

Andrew Taylor, Assistant Director of Planning and Building Control and Sarah Nicholas, 

Senior Planning Officer Uttlesford District Council. 

Update on South Cambs Local Plan process 

- The councils have responded to the Inspectors questions by putting together a range of 

additional evidence including on Green Belt and transport infrastructure and consider that 

the new settlement approach remains the appropriate focus for additional new 

development.  

- Expect that Full Council at end of November will agree the proposed modifications and 

evidence base for public consultation in early December through till late January. Expect 

to then go back to members in March 2016 with results of consultation. Expect to submit 

to Inspector i late March 2016. No formal programme from Inspector for the next stage as 

yet. 

- Expecting adoption in 2017. Need to go through examination process again to review the 

new evidence.  

Update on Uttlesford Local Plan process 

- Currently out to Issues and Options consultation which runs to 4 December 2015. Will 

then release Call for Sites submissions on website. Plan to publish Council comments on 

Call for Sites and also the Report of Reps at end of January 2016. 

- Planning for a sieving/staging document next April/May time leading to a draft Local Plan 

in Autumn 2016 for formal consultation. 

- Need to ensure any published evidence base is considered in detail to assess the 

relationship with the South Cambs evidence base. 

Cross border issues 

- Genome Campus/Wellcome - are developing a 20 year vision for future development. 

Important international site. Councils need to work together to assess impacts and 

benefits. 

- Potential need for a Transport Assessment commissioned and completed by Essex and 

Cambridgeshire CC to consider the development of the Wellcome Institute with their 20 yr 

vision together with other potential development within the area. 

Councillor meeting: 

- Update on Local Plans and timescale. 

- Highway Assessment - joint cross border working. 

- Employment Land study - interrelationship of various science parks in this area. 

- Future joint working and consultation.  
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